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On behalf of the Board of Trustees, President Michael Rounds, and the faculty & staff, we welcome you to Williamson’s 
2021 Commencement Ceremony. We want to thank you for your continued support of the college and look forward to joining 
you in celebrating the accomplishments of our graduates. Given the various changes to our Commencement Ceremony over 
the past several months, we developed this brief guide to hopefully answer any question you may have. If we can provide 
any additional information or assistance, please contact the college. 
 
Graduating Seniors 

• Commencement rehearsal begins promptly at 10:45 am on June 4th. This is a MANDATORY event. Graduates 
arriving late or not attending may jeopardize their participation in the commencement ceremony. 

• Please ensure that you arrive on campus in Williamson’s Dress and Appearance standards (e.g., shaved, haircut, 
proper dress, etc.) 

• Masks will be worn at all times while on campus. No gators please. 
• Following rehearsal, seniors will be escorted to Restall for gown fitting and processional line-up 
• Following the bell-ringing ceremony, graduates must return to Restall to drop-off their gown and receive their 

graduation packet containing their actual degree, enrollment deposit, and commencement award (if received). 
• Seniors, please note that all shop buildings, dormitories, and administrative areas will not be open following the 

commencement ceremony. 
 
Information for Family Members 

• Commencement will be held on the Athletic Turf Field. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, each graduate may invite 
two guests to be seated on the field. Graduates were required to provide the names and any special needs of their 
guests to the college by May 14th. Guests seated on the field must first check-in at the Guest Welcome tent adjacent 
to the field entrance. Once checked-in guests will be escorted to their reserved seats on the field.  

• The college will be open to family members to attend the ceremony beginning at 11:45 am. While the 
commencement ceremony begins at 1:00 pm, we strongly recommend that you arrive early as field access for the 
graduate’s two guests will be unavailable once the procession line forms at approximately 12:45 pm. 

• Additional guests may view the ceremony from the hilltop adjacent to the home side of the turf field only. Guests 
will need to provide their own seating and must comply with all campus COVID-19 protocols as outlined below. 
Bleacher seating is reserved exclusively for attending students. Additional guests may not sit at the field level or on 
the field sidewalks as these are areas in use during the ceremony. 

• Guests needing handicapped or special access should park in the upper/lower parking lot of Restall Gymnasium. 
All other guests will be directed towards a specific parking lot by staff once entering campus. Once parked, access 
to the field is by sidewalk located across from Restall Gymnasium. 

• Please note that the ceremony will also be broadcast live over the internet on the Williamson website 
(www.williamson.edu) 

 
Campus COVID-19 Protocol 

• In accordance with CDC guidance on college commencements, all ceremony participants, and invited guests, 
regardless of vaccination statis, must wear a protective face mask while on campus. No neck or face gators are 
authorized to substitute for a mask.  

• Guests attending the ceremony from the hilltop must sit with members from their household and maintain 6 foot 
spacing between households. 

• Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all other campus facilities except those directly supporting the Commencement 
Ceremony will be unavailable. This includes student dormitories and Trade Shop facilities. 

• Participants or guests unwilling to adhere to Williamson’s COVID-19 protocol will be asked to depart the campus. 


